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Body Change after death

All bodies are kept in the refrigerator with low temperature. Even
so, body changes are inevitable after death. The longer the storage,
the more severe will be the changes. Relatives are reminded to
collect the body as soon as possible to minimize these changes.

A. Leakage of body fluid and skin peeling

Gastric fluid or lung fluid may come out from the mouth and nostrils,
and the faeces and urine may also pass out. In sutured surgical
wound blood and body fluid may leak. The skin of oedematous body
is fragile and easily peels off. The mortuary staff will try to tidy up
the face as far as possible.

B. Body dehydration

Body may be dehydrated after storage in mortuary. The skin may
become wrinkled with loss of fullness.

C. Muscle stiffening and softening due to decomposition

The body muscles will shorten, stiffen or soften after days of storage,
affecting the joint movement. If the controlling muscles of the
eyelids or mouth are involved, the eyes and mouth may be opened.

D. Body color change

Purple-red coloration may occur in the dependent portion of the
body, due to setting of blood under gravity. Petechiae may be found
secondary to the rupture of degenerating vessels.

E. Infection.

If the body was infected before death, there may be bacterial
overgrowth causing skin color change, especially in the lower
abdomen manifested as green discoloration. Bacterial overgrowth
may also cause swelling of the body. If the body has been stored for
over 2 months, the body surface may be infected by fungal
overgrowth.



